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MU RFC Plays in National D2 Championship, April 17-18th 

By  placing second in the Midwest Championship last fall, the club secured a berth in the National 

Division 2 collegiate playoffs, and will travel to the first round (the ―Sweet Sixteen) in Sanford, 

Florida this coming weekend.  Their first match on Saturday  will be against  last year’s defending 

champions, Middlebury College; a win will qualify them to play the winner of the Cal Mari-

time/North Carolina state match on Sunday.  The four undefeated teams from this round of play-

offs will proceed on to the National Championship at Stanford University, in Palo Alto, California 

on April 30th and May 1.  Further details of this weekend’s first round matches are on pages 2 

and 3.  

The Midwest Rugby Union decided over this past year’s off-season that Miami was to play Daven-

port Univ. RFC for promotion up to the Midwest 1st Division rugby play for the 2010-2011 season.  

Davenport, a varsity program, came to Oxford on April 3.  The outcome was decided in a very 

tough 80 minute game (plagued with moments of pouring rain, 30 mph wind gusts, and consecu-

tive 8 to 12 phase defensive stands).   By defeating the Davenport Panthers (22 to 17), Miami 

University RFC is destined for D1 status next year, competing against the best collegiate teams in 

the country. 

During the match, Miami showed moments of brilliance, with strategic play calling from forwards, 

good north -south running lines by the backline, excellent support play, and jarring tackles and 

ball carries that punished the opposition.  Two of Davenport players would leave the game due to 

concussion-related injuries.  Head Coach Jared Moore details the action in full on page 2. 

Club Defeats Davenport University — Moves to Division I Next Year 

Miami (in white) contesting the lineout in their A-side victory (22-17) over Davenport University, 4/13/10. 
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The first 20 minutes was some of the best rugby of the 2009-2010 school year.  The next quarter was filled with several repeated penal-

ties for offsides, leaving our feet, and another one I still am not sure of even after watching the game film, Davenport scored 2 quick tries 

before half making it two tries to our three – MURFC 19, DURFC 14.  The second half was back and forth, with several defensive stands by 

the MURFC, two of which had our backs against our own try zone.  After several phases wearing down the Davenport side, we scored a 

penalty goal to go up 22 to 17.  With 10 to 15 minutes left we were able to hold off the Davenport side; which at one point, out of final 

desperation, put their entire team, including their weak side wing, on the open side of their offensive ruck, We held, and the game ended 

on a red card of one of the DU players, the ball was kicked to touch, and the final whistle blew. 
 

Miami’s Director of Club sports was on hand, and although he had commitments to attend 3 other events that day, he canceled, and 

watched our entire match standing through heavy storms during the match.  Later in an email he again complimented us on our match 

and was impressed with our performance.  Two high school recruits were also in attendance; both of them thought it was an ―awesome‖ 

game.  The A-side still have 5 more trainings until the National tournament to improve, and we are fine tuning some of our new strategy 

and backline play.  Only one minor injury was reported for our side, and we will be at full strength entering the National tournament. 
 

Killer B’s:  The B-side got their first victory of the year, dominating the DURFC B-side.  We had yet another 1st week rookie on the pitch, and 

a two week veteran to the club scored a try as well.  We continue to develop the rookies and young players.  Their final match scheduled 

for 4-10-10 is in Oxford against Anderson University, a D3 club from Anderson, IN. 
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Continued  from Page 1 

2010 National Collegiate Playoffs Information 

2010 USA Rugby Men’s Division II Collegiate Playoffs 

2010 USA Ruby Women’s Division I Collegiate Playoffs 

2010 USA Ruby Women’s Division II Collegiate Playoffs 

April 17-18, 2010 — Seminole Soccer Complex, Sanford, FL 

VENUE 

Seminole Soccer Complex 

7900 Markham Road 

Sanford, FL  32771 

(407) 321-5264 

Web site:  www.floridasocceralliance.com 

CONTACTS 

USA Rugby:  Lindsay Tiernan (303) 570-5647  

                       ltiernan@usarugby.com 

Host Committee:   Jonathan Mousseau (407) 648-4900 x 12  

                                lmoussea@centralfloridasports.org 

                                 Web site:  www.centralfloridasports.org 

Match Day Time Game 

1 Saturday 10:00 am (TV) Vermont (NE#1)  vs. Salisbury (MA#2) 

2 Saturday 10:00 am Claremont Colleges (SC#2) vs. Saint Louis (W#1) 

3 Saturday 12:00 pm Miami (MW#2) vs. Middlebury (NE#2) 

4 Saturday 12:00 pm Cal Maritime (PC#1) vs. N.C. State (S#2) 

5 Saturday 2:00 pm Temple  (MA#1) vs. Texas Tech (W#2) 

6 Saturday 2:00 pm Western Oregon (PC#1) vs. Appalachian State (S#1) 

7 Saturday 4:00 pm (TV) Arizona State (SC#1) vs. UC Santa Clara (PC#2) 

8 Saturday 4:00 pm UMass (NE#3) vs. UW-Whitewater (MW#1)0 

9 Sunday 10:00 am  Loser Match 1 vs. Loser Match 2  

10 Sunday 10:00 am (TV) Loser Match 3 vs. Loser Match 4 

11 Sunday 12:00 pm Loser Match 7 vs. Loser Match 8 

12 Sunday 2:00 pm (TV) Winner Match 1 vs. Winner Match 2 

13 Sunday 2:00 pm  Winner Match 3 vs. Winner Match 4 

14 Sunday 2:00 pm  Loser Match 5 vs. Winner Match 6 

15 Sunday 4:00 pm  Winner Match 7 vs. Winner Match 8 

16 Sunday 4:00 pm  Winner Match 5 vs. Winner Match 6 

Men’s Division II Playoffs 

NE = Northeast 

MA = Mid-Atlantic 

MW = Midwest 

PC = Pacific Coast 

S = South 

W = West 
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As indicated on page 1, MURFC will face the defending national D2 champions, Middlebury College RFC, in the first round of 16.  With 

a victory we will face the winner of N.C. State, the Carolina League Champions and #2 seed from the South, versus California Mari-

time, regular national contenders, and the #1 seed from the Pacific Union.  Cal Maritime breezed through their league schedule as 

well as their territorial union tournament and should be victorious.  They will be a very hard test for us to continue through to Califor-

nia and the semi-final match; and after a very early morning brief discussion by a few of our players and theirs last year at our hotel, I 

believe Cal Maritime has plenty of bulletin board material and incentive to win on day one to face us on Sunday. 
 

Across the top part of the bracket from us are some very good teams: Vermont, the Northeast Champions (defeating Middlebury in 

their territorial union championship game) will face Salisbury, 2004 national champs, and national tournament regulars.  The winner 

of this matchup will face the winner of Claremont Colleges vs, Univ. of St. Louis, the #1 seed from the West Union.  Clarement Col-

leges is another national tournament regular (coached by MURFC alumnus Woody Fox) who have recently been relegated to D1 play 

for fall of 2010. St. Louis most likely would/should have made last year’s tournament if not for their abbreviated union tournament 

(due to heavy snowfall); they are on a roll, and are going to be a tough first round match for Woody’s side.  Who goes through?  My 

pick is leaning towards Claremont Colleges RFC, but I hate that we’d have to end their tournament in the semi-final – good thing we 

are a different team than what Woody saw last year on the sidelines in Palo Alto, as he was a huge support to our club last year in CA, 

and he continues support us.   
 

And who could we face in the finals?  The bottom side of the bracket has the Midwest champs, UW-Whitewater (not likely to make it 

through to CA, but they have some strong players with a lot of heart).  They will play UMass in the first round, and they should win 

easily;  they will face the winner of the ASU (So Cal #1 seed) Santa Clara (Pacific #2).  Santa Clara barely won their 1st round territorial 

union match, before getting smoked by Cal Maritime.  ASU should again win easily and the UW Whitewater match vs. ASU will be a 

similar match to the UW (Madison) vs. ASU quarterfinal match last year.  UW, as you know, won that match and went on to defeat us 

in the semifinals.  The rest of the bracket has a very rough and physical Appalachian State (South Union #1 seed) vs. an unknown 

Western Oregon side (I pick APP STATE to win).  Finally, probably the most interesting first round match has Texas Tech (who went 

winless in their D1 campaign a year ago, then undefeated until their territorial final against St. Louis) playing Temple, the #1 seed 

from Mid-Atlantic Union.  I have no idea who will win this.  Any of these four teams are likely to make it out of their bracket to play in 

the semifinal match in Palo Alto.  As far as their opponent, I think they will be facing a ASU side, who did not like leaving the tourna-

ment early last season at the hands of a bunch of pale, fat Midwestern kids. 

You can find information on Miami’s road to the national title enclosed in this Gainline.  I thought I’d breakdown the brackets for you 

since the D2 world of collegiate rugby is one of regular powerhouses like Cal Maritime, Middlebury, Claremont Colleges, and Salisbury 

matched with ―up and down‖ sides like Texas Tech, St. Louis, App. State, and Temple.  Miami University, now slated to go D1 in the 

fall, is trying to make its mark in the D2 college competition with a National Championship (I know Woody would like to do the same), 

most likely not to return for quite some time to D2 (like Claremont as well).  In order to be demoted back to D2 from D1, we would 

have to play as poorly as Michigan, who has recently fallen fast in the ranks of collegiate rugby, with disciplinary issues, small num-

bers, and all around general poor rugby performances – three things which Miami does not intend to mimic.  However, now that we 

are in D1, we must find ways to improve, grow, and continue to develop in order to compete with the names you are more familiar 

with: Ohio State, BGSU, Penn State, BYU, Cal, and Life College. 

NATIONAL TOURNAMENT ROUND OF 16 PREVIEW – 

―A BRACTOLOGY BREAKDOWN‖ by Jared Moore 

John Barrett   Barretjp@gmail.com 

Degree:  Finance / Interdisciplinary Business Management -Entrepreneurship Focus 

Employment Interest:  Sales / Investments / Private Equity 

Area of the country: Flexible 

 

Ryan Grote  groterp@muohio.edu 

Degree: Finance 

Employment  Interest: Anything in Finance 

Area of the country: Cincinnati, New York 

 

Mike Mills  millsms13@yahoo.com 

Degree: Economics 

Employment interest: Position in economic consulting, international business, or government 

Area of the country: D.C. or Chicago  

MUMRFC Graduates Looking for Employment 

The following MURFC members will be graduating this spring.  Please consider/contact them with respect to any job openings that you know 

of.  

mailto:Barretjp@gmail.com
mailto:groterp@muohio.edu
mailto:millsms13@yahoo.com


 

 

Contact Us 
 

Membership:  Contributions of $50 or more per year qualify you as a member of the Miami Rugby Alumni Association.  Mail 

them to Mike Coco, P.O. Box 1603, Traverse City, MI 49685, use the enclosed envelope. or pay via PayPal at 

www.murugby.com  
 

Gain Line News:  If you have a story, picture, or other information that you’d like to contribute, contact Steve Seilkop, 3942 

Rives Chapel Rd., Siler City, NC  27344  (seilkop@earthlink.net) 
 

List Serve:  Get the latest news.  To join our email list serve, send an email to:  murugby-subscribe@yahoogroups.com  

Miami Rugby Alumni  Associat ion  
P.O.  Box 1603  
Traverse City ,  MI 49685  
USA 

http://murugby.com/FundRaising.cfm
mailto:murugby-subscribe@yahoogroups.com

