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Miami Rugby Returns to Division I 

The 2010-2011 season marked the return of the Miami University Men's Rugby Club to Division I 

competition in the Midwest.  The club was led into the season by a strong group of seniors including 

loosehead prop Andrew Dellzoppo and Peruvian national player #8 Humberto Tijero.  The club faced a 

marked increase in the level of competition with the jump to Division I and it took added commitment from 

the club to find success at the higher level.  Miami had frequently been able to put Division II teams away 

early in the game.  Division I clubs brought a higher level of competition.  Opponents refused to fold under 

pressure and the Redhawks had to dig deeper and produce a full eighty minutes of intensity.  Head Coach 

Jared Moore, ‟98, noted the higher level of competition was a shock for many of the players at the start of 

the season but the boys adjusted well and started to step up as the season progressed.     

 

Coach Moore prepared the club for the Midwest 

competition by scheduling stiff competition prior to the 

Midwest league schedule.  The club held tough matches 

against the University of Tennessee and Division I side of 

the Cincinnati Wolfhounds.  Both games proved tough 

losses for the club.  They were able to notch wins against 

the Cincinnati Kelts, the men's division III Midwest 

champions.  A match with Ohio University was rained out 

and couldn't be rescheduled.  A game with traditional arch rival Bowling Green wasn't possible due to 

scheduling conflicts.   

The stiff competition was good preparation for the Midwest tournament.  Unfortunately, the club came up 

short in a tough match against Davenport University.  Davenport proved to be the class of the Midwest 

winning the tournament and going on to the Nationals where they took their first Division I national 

championship title.    The Redhawks were able to rebound the next day against Indiana University for some 

measure of consolation.   The boys worked hard for a return to nationals at the Division I level but were 

unable to pull it off in their first season back in Division I.  Their performance against some of the tough 

competition, such as Davenport and Indiana only served to strengthen the boys resolve and renew their 

commitment to return to the national scene in 2012. 

 

Assistant Coach Mark Heidrich led the B side to strong performances in 

several games and tournaments.  They took a tough loss to the Cincinnati 

Wolfhounds B-side to start the season.  The loss served as a challenge to the 

young boys.  A challenge which they answered as it would be the last time 

they would taste defeat in the season.  The B side was able to notch a close 

victory over D-III National Champion Anderson University.  The match was a 

watershed moment in the development of several of the younger players as 

they played through injuries to hold onto the win.  They finished the season in 

a dominant fashion as they defended their tournament title in the Mudpig 

Tournament.  They defeated Wright State and Wittenberg to bring home their 

3rd Mudpig title in four years.  The success of the B-Side bodes well for the 

future of the Miami program.  

 

Individual honors were garnered by several players.  Rising seniors hooker Pat Rahill, inside centre Luke 

Markovich and fullback Mike Paligalli all travelled to Colorado as part of the Midwest Thunderbirds Select 

Side. Outside centre Derrick Papick was also selected but was unable to make the trip due to other 

commitments.  Miami coach Jared Moore made the tour as forwards coach for the Select Side for the third 

year in a row.  The Thunderbirds were overwhelmed straight out of the gates by the South Panthers.  The 

South was led by a slew of top players from power house programs Arkansas State and Life University.  The 

experience garnered by both the players and the coaching staff will help the club to continue its 

improvement in 2012. 

 

The 2011 spring season marked a significant step up in the level of competition.  The boys responded to 

the challenge well and look to take the next step in 2012.  Strong play in the open was the hallmark of the 

team with solid work in the set pieces to complement the wide open attacking style.  Pace and fitness were 

key factors in several of the clubs wins.  It incorporates the best of modern rugby.  The coaching staff has 

emphasized strong fundamentals, attacking open space with strong defense and creating opportunities off 

of turnovers.  It served the Redhawks well in the Spring of 2011.  Fans and alumni can expect more of the 

same in the future. 

DON‟T MISS IT - 

OLD BOYS WEEKEND  

SEPTEMBER 10-12, 2011 

Miami (red)  
vs  

Davenport 2010 
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The Redhawks look to contend on both the Midwest and National scene again this fall.  The Redhawks will be led onto the field by returning 

seniors Luke Markovich (centre) and Pat Rahill (hooker).  Both earned all-star honors last year on the Midwest Collegiate Select Side. They 

will provide strong leadership for the forwards and the backs.  The club looks to implement an open attacking style of play as they continue 

their march back to relevance in Division I.  Last season was the club's first in Division I in several years.  The increased level of competition 

was a bit of a shock but the boys responded well.  While they established themselves as a force in the Midwest they were unable to assert 

themselves on the national level as they had at Division II.  They look to change this in the coming season.      

 

The club returns a strong core group for the 2011-12 season.  In 

addition to Rahill and Markovich, they will be led onto the pitch by 

fullback Mike Palligalli and centre Derrick Papick.  Rising sophomore 

scrumhalf Brian Savercool and flyhalf Connor McCarthy look to build on 

promising freshman seasons as they return in key positions.  Beau 

Barbie will be returning to lead the back row forwards.  The team 

appears primed and ready to contend in the Midwest.  

 

The coaching staff will again be led by Jared Moore, „98.  Coach Moore 

continued his commitment in coaching the Midwest Collegiate Select 

Side as forwards coach.  He also was the head coach of the Midwest 

developmental side.  Moore continues to receive recognition for the 

strong work that he has done leading the Redhawks back from near 

death to national prominence in Division II and a strong showing in the 

Midwest with their return to Division I last year.  Coach Moore will again 

be assisted by Bill Griffes in the backs and longtime Cincinnati 

Wolfhound Mark Heidrich in the forwards.  This continuity in adult 

leadership of the club continues to be a benefit the Miami Rugby 

Alumni Association appreciates. 

 

“Coach Heidrich brought an extra level of intensity to the forwards last 

year.” said Pat Rahill.   

 

“I've always felt like I owed something to Miami Rugby, even though I never played here.” says the affable Heidrich.  “Some of my best 

friends and teammates have come out of this program and I'd like to think that this is my own way of contributing to the development of 

future Ferd Schneiders and John Hogans (Miami ruggers who had long careers with the Cincinnati Wolfhounds).”   Coach Moore will lean 

heavily on his staff and also has plans to bring is positional coaches to sharpen up the players position specific skills.  “We've moved the 

practices back so that we can bring in some of the alumni who still live in the area up here once or twice during the season to help out on 

position specific skills.  For example, I'm working on getting Josh Burgin (Miami, Belmont Shore RFC and Cincinnati Wolfhounds RFC 

scrumhalf) to work with my young scrumhalf.”  The coaching staff has done a superb job of developing a strong core of players and already 

have the next generation stepping up.  

The Players and Coaches selected to the Midwest 

Thunderbirds Select Side would like to thank the Alumni for 

their financial support.  They would not have been able to 

participate without your kind support.  Thank You!!!! 

2011 PREVIEW 
REDHAWKS LOOK TO CONTEND AGAIN 

Sept 10  Old Boys Game 

Sept 24  @ Michigan State University 

Oct 8  Indiana University 

Oct 15  Purdue University 

Oct 22  @ Davenport University 

Oct 29  Ohio State University 

Nov 5  @ Bowling Green University 

2011 Schedule 
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What Can You Do? 
There are several ways that you can contribute to sustaining and further developing Miami Rugby: 

 Annual Dues:  Most importantly, keep your MU RFC Alumni Association membership current by paying your $50/annual dues. This can 

be done through PayPal at murugby.com  

 Annual Donations:  Consider an annual donation above and beyond dues this year.  Better yet, set up an automatic annual (or monthly) 

donation via PayPal (which helps us plan). One time or automatic payments are easily made through PayPal at murugby.com 

 Lionel Young/Doug Edwards Endowment:  This new permanent fund was established through M.U.‟s development office by Dike Ajiri, „93 

with an initial pledge of $25K over the next three years.  This fund will help us further ensure that we‟ll meet the long-term needs of the 

program.  If you‟re interested in contributing to this fund, contact Craig Scheiderer.   

 Old Boys:  Attend Old Boys weekend to share in the current Miami rugby experience, and relive great memories with old friends. 

It was the fall of 1989 when young 

Corey Milligan, fueled by a fear of 

becoming a pencil-neck, came out for 

Miami Rugby.  Corey spotted a poster 

in his freshman dorm that said:  Don't 

be a pencil neck.  Play Miami Rugby.  

One poster was all it took and Corey 

got hooked on rugby.  The Alumni 

Spotlight is on Corey Milligan: prop for 

the Jackson Hole Moose, CEO of New 

West Knife Works, and originator of the Band Hat. 

 

Corey came to Miami from Westerville, OH, a Columbus suburb.  He had applied to both Ohio State and Miami.  Once he was accepted to 

Miami it was an easy decision for him to choose the school with better academic credentials.  After spotting the poster, he joined a club with 

players that were both famous and infamous including Brad Stevenson, Toby Edison, Matt Kuzma, and John Zins.  

 

Corey is most well known as the originator of the Band Hat Award.  Corey had marched in the band when he was in high school.  Somehow, 

he had acquired a band hat from those days and it followed him to Miami.  When he was graduating he decided to bequeath it to the player 

who had the least athletic ability with the greatest commitment to the club.  The first recipient of the coveted Band Hat award was Paul 

Soltis.  

 

Upon graduation in 1992, Corey decided to head 

West.  He moved to Jackson Hole, Wyoming for the 

life of a ski bum.  Corey took whatever work he 

could find in the tourist town working as a 

whitewater guide, cook, and finally starting his 

own company: New West Knife Works.  He decided 

that he wanted to do something to support himself 

that wasn't tied to the tourist economy in Jackson 

Hole.  He began making high quality knives and 

selling them at arts and crafts shows.  Response 

was overwhelming and he opened a web site 

selling his knives in 1999.  Since then the 

business has steadily grown to the point where they 

are currently selling five thousand knives a year.  

Corey's knives have been reviewed in the leading food 

magazines.  He has had the opportunity to work with some 

of the top chef's in the world through his business.  Corey has graciously agreed to donate 25% of all sales made with the code MURUGBY to 

the Alumni Association. 

 

Corey is married to his college sweetheart Jessica (Kidder).  They have three children, two boys and a girl.  Corey reports that both boys have 

a bright future as ruggers and accompany him to the Jackson Hole Moose RFC practices regularly.  The family lives in an outdoor paradise 

and takes advantage of it often by snowboarding, mountain biking, and stand up whitewater paddling.  Corey is still an active player, usually 

at loosehead prop for the Jackson Hole Moose.  One of the biggest things that Corey appreciates from his time at Miami is learning how to 

scrum from Doug Edwards.  Corey reports that he still uses the techniques that Doug Edwards taught him allows him to hold his own against 

players that outweigh him by forty to fifty pounds.   

 

Corey has graciously agreed to donate 25% of any sales through Miami Rugby to the Miami Rugby Alumni Association.  Check out his wares 

at New West Knife Works.  They specialize in high end kitchen knives.  Use the code MURUGBY when you check out and 25% of your 

purchase goes to the Miami Rugby Alumni Association.  Thank you for your continued support, Corey!       

ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT 
 COREY MILLIGAN 1992 

New West Knife Works  

(http://www.newwestknifeworks.com/ ) 

Will make a donation to the Alumni Association of 

25% of any purchases made with the code 

MURUGBY.  Type in the code MURUGBY at checkout 



 

 

Contact Us 
 

Membership:  Contributions of $50 or more per year qualify you as a member of the Miami Rugby Alumni Association.  Mail 

them to Mike Coco, P.O. Box 1603, Traverse City, MI 49685, use the enclosed envelope or pay via PayPal at 

www.murugby.com  
 

Gain Line News:  If you have a story, picture, or other information that you‟d like to contribute, contact Joe Woycke, 129 Apple 

Valley Dr, Woodstock, GA 30188  (woycke@gmail.com) 
 

List Serve:  Get the latest news.  To join our email list serve, send an email to:  murugby-subscribe@yahoogroups.com  

Miami Rugby Alumni  Associat ion  
P.O.  Box 1603  
Traverse City ,  MI 49685  
USA 

Blast from the Past 

 

Doug Edwards and 

Steve Seilkop charge 

through a lineout in a 

match with Purdue, on 

Cook Field, Spring, 

1971  Also identifiable 

(l-r) are Mark 

Sharman, Alan Weber, 

and Drew Barkley.   

 

Please send your old 

action photos to: 

 

woycke@gmail.com 

http://murugby.com/FundRaising.cfm
mailto:murugby-subscribe@yahoogroups.com


	  
We are declaring victory on our Sustaining Funds Campaign: 

Striving for Excellence 
 

Over the course of the past three years our organization has delivered on our goal of raising 
$100,000 thanks to the commitment of our alumni. 
 

This journey began in 2008 under the leadership of Past President Mike Coco.  The mission 
at that point focused on generating the capital needed to sustain our pledge towards 
coaching leadership and program development.  The response from our alumni was resolute 
and humbling.  This goal was achieved through a combination of donations, gifts, and time 
volunteered on all levels.  Our annual commitment of $50.00 in association dues per person 
continues to grow each and every year.  The culmination of our efforts as a 501(c) 3 has no 
doubt helped the high performance of the club team in competition with these added 
resources, and has generated significant individual donations as well.   
 

This is a true milestone.  It is the embodiment of a victory by four decades of teammates.  
 

I would like to recognize and thank the following list of benefactors and supporters who 
have lead the initial charge as we continue to empower the club to realize its potential. 
 

 John Mather – Your funding of the club through the Miami University Development 
Office lead the way for the commitments we make today.  This investment in coaching 
leadership has been a game changer. 

 Dike Ajiri – The creation and funding of the Edwards / Young endowment in 
partnership with the Miami University Development Office will serve to support 
MURFC Coaches well into the future. 

 Tom Kelly – Your gift of equity with the house at 316 West High Street has both added 
to the culture of the club and the sustainability of the Alumni Association. 

 Jeffery Ship – Thank you for your generous donation of stock.  The contribution was 
critical to our achievement of the “Striving for Excellence” campaign, and our 
commitment to coaching and leadership development. 

 John Williams – Thank you for your generous donation supporting the “Striving for 
Excellence” campaign.  Your support to the club’s development was greatly appreciated.  

 Steve Seilkop – Thank you for your generous donation of stock.  Your leadership in 
editing and publishing our communications has set the template for the Association. 

 Steve Williams – Thank you for your continued support of the club, and generous 
donations to the “Striving for Excellence” campaign.  Your letter to the 2009 final four 
team shared the winning culture of Miami Rugby. 

 Thank you to the generous parent who has asked to remain anonymous – Your 
support of the club was game changing.  Your direct support of key initiatives that 
would immediately impact the club’s development has done exactly that.  The creation 
of a Rugby 7’s Team at Miami, and the club’s competition in this format have raised the 
level of play as well as the leadership of the overall team culture. 

 
 
 



	  
We are declaring victory on our Sustaining Funds Campaign: 

Striving for Excellence 
 

 Paul Soltis – Your generosity in donating to the “Striving for Excellence” campaign led 
the way in helping us achieve our goal.  Thank you! 

 Mike and Pam Harrington – Thank you for your continued gifts, both financial and 
most importantly with your time. 

 John Trauth – Thank you for your financial support of the “Striving for Excellence” 
campaign, and for sharing your final four experiences and leadership with the 2009 team. 

 The Edwards Family – Thank you. Your continued support of our scholarship 
program, and more importantly your time and volunteer service to the Association 
continues to set the tempo.  

 
As we continue our mission to support and sustain collegiate rugby football at Miami 
University, we aim to set our goals higher.  The achievement of the capital campaign was 
funded in large part by a small number of committed supporters.   
 

Our goal and our message as the Alumni Association moving forward:  To organize and gain 
the commitment from each of our 500+, and growing, alumni, parents, and program 
supporters – to affirm your support of the club, and our efforts in the form of a $50.00 
annual dues contribution.  Your commitment to the Alumni Association and the club at this 
annual level has the power to define Miami Rugby as a nationally recognized club.  More 
importantly, it has the power to allow Miami Rugby to realize its chosen potential. 
 

We are dedicated to investing in coaching and leadership development, and creating an 
environment where Miami Rugby can compete at any level the club commits to. 
 

To the past club members who have helped define and pass on this winning spirit, and to 
the current club players who continue to create one of the best rugby programs in the U.S.: 
Thank you!  It is truly impressive and humbling to be a part of such a tremendous rugby 
culture. 
 
Warm Regards, 
 

 
 
Craig Scheiderer, 1997 
President 
Miami Univers i ty  
Men’s Rugby Footbal l  Club 
Alumni Assoc iat ion  


