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Straight From the Coach 
Coach Moore Continues Rebuilding Efforts 

By Jared Moore, Class of 1998 

We had a very young squad 

this season, but they 

improved every week.  The 

guys are dedicated; they 

know what they need to do 

between now and next 

August.  They are committed 

to a plan to enter the fall 

2013 as legitimate MAC 

champion contenders.   

We say goodbye to Rob 

Gildea, senior captain, former 

VP and President of the club.  

Rob has played his way from 

b-side sub up to a-side 

captain.  His leadership, work 

ethic, and smile will be 

missed.  He will be 

graduating in December and has already shown interest in becoming active in 

the MUMRFC alumni association – THANKS ROB!  We also are saying thank 

you and welcome to Matthew “Leu” Leuthold; Leu is a U.S. Marine Veteran 

and former player for the Reds.  Since graduating in 2011, Leu has moved to 

Hamilton, OH and has 

been contributing as an 

assistant coach.  He has primarily been working with 

the new players, trying to instill in them what the 

program meant to him.  He has a soft spot for the 

rookies with raw talent and heart playing with reckless 

abandon, but don’t know anything about rugby.  That is 

the type player that Leu was and those are the type of 

players that he is developing.      

The club will continue working on their resurgence in 

the spring.  We will be playing a lot of tournaments, 

recruiting, fund raising and training to get bigger and 

stronger.  Some highlights: Cherry Blossom (4-6,7-13), 

Cleveland weekend (4-20-12), and we will play The 

Ohio State Buckeyes on 4-27-13 in Columbus.  Plans 

are in the works to make this match a throwback game, 

and try to create an annual buzz around the match.  We will have it streamed live online, create a trophy, 

and wear throwback jerseys like the ones worn by 

the original 

team in 

1968 

when the 

first match 

ever for 

the MURFC was played against the Buckeyes.  The 

throwback jerseys will be worn once a year only in 

this match. If anyone is interested in contributing to 

the kit please email me. 

Overall the season was one of growing and learning.  

Unfortunately the scores do not reflect the progress, 

but we are confident in the foundation we are laying 

this year, and we will be back to nationals very soon.  

Thank you again for all of your continued support.  Merry Christmas.  

DON’T MISS IT  

OLD BOYS WEEKEND:  

SEPTEMBER 7, 2013 

Captain Rob Gildea 
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Another Old Boys Game, could it really be the fortieth? Could I have 

really played in the first one?  Were tries really just worth three points 

back then or was it four?  Were there really no subs allowed, even for 

injuries?  Or did we get two for injured guys.  Were we really swarmed 

with women or 

not? 

It doesn't really 

matter.  Every Old 

Boys weekend is 

a story in itself. 

so when brother 

Al called....(he 

who started it all 

those forty years 

ago) I hied myself 

down to Oxfrog 

for the festivities. 
 

Good ol' Oxford 

never really changes much.  There is always a single street of bars and 

restaurants (though a lot more than when I was there) and the same 

back alleys to navigate between stops.  It's always a good idea to start 

at Mac n Joes.  So Friday night began there.  Billy G! Steve Seilkop! I 

was in good hands for memories of triumphs past.  On into the evening 

the beer and superlatives flowed.  Until a typhoon descended on the 

town and wiped the streets clean of short skirts and high heels sending 

us off to bed. 
 

I took some time on Saturday morning to stroll down the slant walk and 

over to Cook Field.  Past  the old Deke-stee-nine house (scene of many 

a post-game party) to gather a few more remembrances before 

heading off to the pitch for the afternoon affair. 

The Old Boys gave the youngsters what for in two fun matches.  Many 

an old hero stood tall and the young guys showed the usual tough Miami defensive grit that will see them through against anybody. I 

was only sad to see a few guys get hurt.  

Fran and Glass (when was the last time 

anyone got a clean hit on either of 

them?) both felled while delivering try-

scoring passes.  They were still setting 

up their teammates after all these 

years.  It's so Miami Rugby. 
 

My thanks to the club for the hoppin 

social Saturday night.  It was a nice 

finish to a fun trip.  Another one next 

year?   
 

See you all there!             

      

 David Weber 

REMEMBERING OLD BOYS 
BY DAVE WEBER, CLASS OF 1975 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photographic evidence that the Old Boys really were swarmed 

with women.  Circa 1973. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

An Old Boy hies it on down to Oxfrod. Circa 1970 
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What Can You Do? 
There are several ways that you can contribute to sustaining and further developing Miami Rugby: 

 Annual Dues:  Most importantly, keep your MU RFC Alumni Association membership current by paying your $100/annual 

dues (or more).  This can be done using the enclosed envelopes or through PayPal at murugby.com  

 Lionel Young/Doug Edwards Endowment:  This new permanent fund was established through M.U.’s development office by 

Dike Ajiri, ‘93 with an initial pledge of $25K over three years.  This fund will help us further ensure that we’ll meet the long-

term needs of the program.  If you’re interested in contributing to this fund, contact Craig Scheiderer at scheidcs@gmail.com.   

 Old Boys:  Attend Old Boys the next weekend to share in the current Miami rugby experience, and relive great memories with 

old friends:  September 7, 2013 

When I think back on my four years in Oxford, OH I not only recognize the time period as the best four years of my life, but I also 
reflect on how much I learned from my experience with the MURFC.  I will never forget the first lesson that I learned as a member 
of the 2000 team that played for Coach Doug Edwards.  We had only a few practices under our belts and travelled lightly (17 guys) 
up to Bowling Green to play a tough pumpkin squad.  Our team was a collection of younger guys, mostly freshman and 
sophomores with a few juniors and seniors providing upper class leadership. Doug started us off with a grueling pre-game warm up 
(which was harder than the conditioning I had done for other sports), something he was known for in the Rugby World.  We put 
together our A-side (which consequently was our B-side later that day) and took to the field for the 1:00 PM kickoff.  Most of the 
team was exhausted from the earlier run and many of the younger guys were still trying to figure out the game.  I stood on the 
sidelines somewhat relieved that I was one of the two reserves not chosen to start. After a brief stalemate during the first 10 
minutes of the contest, BG began to assert itself with physical play and put the game's first score on the board. Moments later it 
became apparent that my stint on the sidelines was coming to an end when our fullback was helped off the field. The ensuing 70 
minutes saw the home team put up a point for every minute remaining in the game, resulting in one of the most lop sided margins 
of defeat in the MURFC history.   
 

We returned to Oxford with low spirits, but when Tuesday came around all seventeen guys who made the trip north made the walk 
down the big hill east of campus for practice.   It was at this practice that I learned the first of many lessons that would come to me 
from Doug Edwards and Miami Rugby.  Whether we knew it at that moment or not is debatable.   Never give up.  Always remain 
true to your team.  Despite, or maybe because of the miserable Saturday that we each experienced, we all felt an obligation to 
each other to show up to the next practice. I like to believe that we each recognized the importance of never giving up.  Doug 
would constantly remind us of this during our Tuesday and Thursday practices.  There was a method to his madness.  It was 
something he reminded us of while bear-crawling or sprinting around the field after failing to answer one of his impossible and off-
the-wall trivia questions. The reward for "staying the course" and "sticking it out" was well worth the bumps we took that first 
year; the life lessons learned along the way far outweighed the cost of our hardships too.  
 

When I sit down today and reflect on what Rugby at Miami means to me, I can come up with a number of skills I leverage in my 
everyday life and working career. Most notably, anytime I am asked to give a speech at work or lead a team toward a common 
goal, I think back to the challenges of each Rugby Season. I constantly remind my team at work, that it's all about the journey and 
consistently working to improve and learning from the challenges we face. Rugby at Miami was more than just a Club Sport for 
those players that stuck with it and endured the hard times. We all felt a camaraderie that goes beyond the lines of the field and 
beyond the years we shared at Miami. I realized this bond when I was out of work for a brief period of time a few years back. 
Instead of reaching out to career outlets such as Linked-In or random recruiting companies, I realized that my best resource was 
the MURFC Alumni. I am sure that many of us have a similar story that we can share regarding the friendships that last when we 
graduate. One of my favorite weekends each and every year is that first Saturday after Labor Day for our Old Boys Game. I have 
made this weekend a priority in the past and I will continue in the future because it is my way of giving back to the Club that gave 
me so much in my life to be thankful for!  

WHY MIAMI RUGBY IS GOOD 
 BY RYAN RYBKA, CLASS OF 2004 

Page 3 



 

 

Contact Us 
 

Membership:  Contributions of $100 or more per year qualify you as a member of the Miami Rugby Alumni Association.  Mail 

them to Mike Coco, P.O. Box 1603, Traverse City, MI 49685, use the enclosed envelope or pay via PayPal at 

www.murugby.com  
 

Gain Line News:  If you have a story, picture, or other information that you’d like to contribute, contact Joe Woycke, 129 Apple 

Valley Dr, Woodstock, GA 30188  (woycke@gmail.com) 
 

List Serve:  Get the latest news.  To join our email list serve, send an email to:  murugby-subscribe@yahoogroups.com  

Miami Rugby Alumni  Associat ion  
P.O.  Box 1603  
Traverse City ,  MI 49685  
USA 

Blast from the Past 

Who are these guys and what are they 

doing?  Post your best guess on the 

list serve or in Facebook. 

Murugby@yahoogroups.com 
 

Or post to our new Alumni FaceBook 

Page:  

www.facebook.com/groups/murugby/ 
 

Please send your old action photos to: 

woycke@gmail.com 

http://murugby.com/FundRaising.cfm
mailto:murugby-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
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December 1, 2012 
 
 
Dear Fellow Miami Rugby Alumni, Parents & Friends: 
 
Would you be willing to help continue the Miami Rugby tradition?  Your 
support will make a difference.  We promise.   
 
We write you at a very exciting time in the history of the Miami Rugby Football Club and the Miami U. 
Men’s Rugby Football Club Alumni Association (“MUM RFC AA”).  The club continues to be successful, and 
has developed into a strong Division I program.  Our success has been led by a dedicated coaching staff that 
is committed to continuing the Miami Rugby tradition.   In turn, each of our members help support our 
coaching staff and our commitment to providing the adult continuity required to be keep Miami Rugby 
successful.  
 
As most of you know, Miami Rugby has enjoyed alumni support for over 40 years through our annual Old 
Boys Weekend.  Today, the collegiate programs with strong alumni involvement and financial support are 
the programs which prosper.  This realization served as the impetus behind the MUM RFC AA’s creation ten 
years ago.   Over these ten years, we have demonstrated the success of your support by: 
 

• Providing financial support for a dedicated Head Coach to the club, currently Jared Moore ’97 and 
assistant coaches 

• Earning spots USA Rugby’s Collegiate Final Four in both 2009 and 2010 
• Returning to Division I competition 
• Awarding scholarships to 21 deserving undergraduate rugby players 
 

Our long term goal continues to be to provide adult leadership in the form of paid coaches.  The club 
continues to be responsible for the day‐to‐day operations of the club from dues, fundraising and university 
support.   
 
WHAT YOU CAN DO TO HELP: 
 

Please join the MUM RFC AA so that Miami Rugby will continue to thrive and we may continue progress 
towards our goals.  Your tax deductible contribution of $100 or more qualifies you as a MUM RFC AA 
member and helps us move the ball forward.  The increase to a minimum of $100 per year for membership 
is the first increase since we organized in 2002.  Today, the students pay due of $125 per semester.  Please 
use the enclosed envelope for your contribution.  We appreciate your support of Miami Rugby! 
 
With You, 
 

Craig Scheiderer   Sean Edwards 
 

Craig Scheiderer, ‘97        Sean Edwards, ‘04 
President        Chairman ‐ Development Committee
 
Mark your calendar for the next Old Boys weekend in Oxford:  September 7, 2013 our 45th Anniversary! 
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